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That is, that the Minister of Home Security should depute someone
to whom Members could refer, and, if they did not get satisfaction in
that way, they could take such other measures as are open. I feel
that there will be questions, small questions, but in some cases very
painful questions, and I am anxious that the House should keep in close
touch with the Government in this affair, which we are all in together,
as in so many others. But it seems to me that it would be a good
thing if my right hon. Friend deputed someone who was a member of
his Committee to see Members who were anxious about this matter.
I did something like this myself 25 years ago during demobilization
after the last war, and it gave great satisfaction. At that time
questions amounted to several hundreds a day. If there is any better
way of doing it, I will talk it over with my right hon. Friend, and he
will make some statement to the House.

A member raised the question of the opening of deep shelters, and the Prime Minister
said:

I am afraid that I overlooked that in my speech. We always re-
garded these deep shelters as a reserve, and it has now been decided
to make use of them. The Home Secretary is much to be congratulated
in having these up his sleeve, and we must make use of them in the
manner which is most effective to further our general plans, not
merely as places where particular individuals can camp out indefinitely,
but as part of the general movement and life of London.

Questioned about evacuation, the Prime Minister said :

The case of the old and infirm must be considered and will be con-
sidered. This is one of the first matters to which my right hon.
Friend will give his attention, but I think the children are the first
consideration.

When another member urged the need for a public debate, the Prime Minister
replied;

That might easily do something which the hon. Gentleman would
be the last to wish. Something might be said which might help the
enemy. Every word is read and eagerly scanned in order to try to
make up a case. A debate in public very often consists of criticism,
quite naturally, because those who are satisfied remain silent. I am
not sure that we need unduly stress the troubles we have to face and
mean to conquer, by a public debate, during which at any moment it
might be necessary for the Minister to say that we ought to go into
Secret Session.

It would be better to do what has been promised, that is, have a
discussion without the enemy listening. I know a good deal about all